
 
Such features could in fact be of High, Medium or Low Value and an effort made to assess 
them e.g. for Archaeology by trial trenching. 
 
Para. 6 Cultural Heritage and figure 2: makes no reference to locally listed buildings within 
the study area. 
 
Regards 

 
Ian Holliday 
Section Leader, Education & Enterprise 
Tel. Office: 01902 555630 
 
E-mail: Ian.Holliday@wolverhampton.gov.uk 
Wolverhampton City Council 
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1.1 Reason for the Report  

Centro (the Client) in partnership with Wolverhampton City Council (WCC) is proposing to extend the existing Metro network in 

Wolverhampton City centre.  On the instructions of the Client, AECOM Ltd (AECOM) has carried out a Phase 1 Geotechnical and 

Geo-environmental Desk Study of the project known as the Wolverhampton City Centre Metro Extension (WCCE). This report 

has been produced on the basis of the WCCE description as summarised in Section 1.2.   

AECOM has reviewed readily available information on the geotechnical and geo-environmental characteristics of the site and 

undertaken a site reconnaissance visit to make a preliminary qualitative assessment of the potential ground-related risks 

associated with potential risks relating to the proposed WCCE. 

1.2 Scheme Description 

The WCCE will be street running and will extend 700 m from Bilston Street opposite the Crown and County Court along the 

length of Piper’s Row to Railway Drive where it will head towards the existing railway station and terminate.  

The WCCE will be twin track along the length of Piper’s Row and Railway Drive reducing to a single track as the extension 

approaches the terminal stop at the rail station. The single track arrangement allows trams to be turned back within the platform. 

An extension of the single track beyond the end of the platform, sufficient in length to accommodate for two further trams, which 

will provided for service and emergency purposes.   

There are two tram stop locations proposed along the WCCE; Piper’s Row, which comprises complementary north and 

southbound stop platforms incorporated within the footways, and a tram stop located adjacent to the existing Wolverhampton Rail 

Station. 

Although the WCCE is proposed along the route of the existing highway, modification and reconstruction of the carriageway will 

be required.  

The WCCE may require additional traction power.  If additional traction power is required an existing substation (known as 

substation 2) situated on the Corner of Bilston Street and Chillington Street will be extended.   

1.3 Report Objectives  

This report has been prepared in general accordance with the procedures described in the Model Procedures for the 

Management of Land Contamination, CLR 11 (DEFRA/EA, 2004), BS5930:1999 (as amended) Code of Practice for Site 

Investigations (BSI), and BS 10175:2011 Investigation of Potentially Contaminated Sites – Code of Practice (BSI), to: 

- Describe the environmental setting of the proposed WCCE; 

- Describe the findings of a reconnaissance visit; 

- Summarise the history of the WCCE area and immediate surrounds; 

- Summarise the underlying geology and hydrogeology; 

- Summarise the findings of any historical ground investigation work; 

- Provide a Conceptual Site Model for the prevailing ground conditions; 

- Present a preliminary qualitative evaluation of potential land contamination risks; and 

- Present a preliminary qualitative evaluation of potential geotechnical issues. 

This report concludes with a series of recommendations for undertaking further investigative work.  The purpose of such is to 

substantiate the findings of the preliminary evaluation and thereby reduce uncertainty in the Conceptual Site Model.  

1.4 Sources of Information 

This report has been prepared using a combination of published records, information held by the Client and other sources such 

as the Local Authority.  These include statutory records and historical mapping supplied within a Landmark Envirocheck Report, 

published geological and hydrogeological mapping, historical borehole records, correspondence with the Environmental Health 

Officer for Wolverhampton City Council (WCC) and observations made during the site reconnaissance. A complete listing of all 

information sources is included in the References section. 

1 Introduction 
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For this particular investigation AECOM was granted permission to refer to site investigation data contained within the following 

third party reports: 

- Midland Metro Phase 2 Environmental term Consultancy (Contract Reference A0963), Wolverhampton City Centre Loop, Key 

Environmental Constraints Report, (Scott Wilson Ltd., December, 2009); and 

- Desk Study Research for Midland Metro Line 3, Wolverhampton to Dudley Via Walsall, Volume 1 (Centro., April, 1995). 

1.5 Limitations of the Report 

The opinions expressed in this report and the comments and recommendations given are based on a desk based assessment of 

readily available information and an initial site reconnaissance by an AECOM Engineer.  At this stage intrusive investigations 

have yet to be undertaken at site to establish actual ground and groundwater conditions and to provide data for an assessment of 

the geo-environmental status of the site.  

The information, views and conclusions drawn are based, in part, on information supplied to AECOM by other parties.  AECOM 

has proceeded in good faith on the assumption that this information is accurate.  AECOM accepts no liability for any inaccurate 

conclusions, assumptions or actions taken resulting from any inaccurate information supplied to AECOM from others.  

The site reconnaissance consisted of a general external inspection of the site aimed at identifying any obvious signs of 

geotechnical hazards and potential sources of ground contamination affecting the site.  An environmental compliance audit 

and/or detailed structural inspection of existing buildings were outside the project brief.  Similarly, the site visit excluded detailed 

consideration of the ecological or archaeological aspects of the site, and if such are believed to be of potential significance then it 

is recommended that specialist advice is sought. 

Reference to historical Ordnance Survey (OS) maps provides invaluable information regarding the land use history of a site.  

However, it should be noted that historical evidence will be incomplete for the period pre-dating the first edition and between 

successive maps.  

Any risks identified in this report are perceived risks, based on the information reviewed during the desk study and therefore 

partially based on conjecture from available information.  The study is limited by the non-intrusive nature of the work and actual 

risks can only be assessed following a physical investigation of the site. 

The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in AECOM Limited (AECOM) but the Client shall 

have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided.  AECOM shall not be liable for the use by 

any person of the document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by AECOM. This document shall 

not be reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express written authority 

of AECOM. 
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